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410 W. Franklin Str. Unit 1862 

Appleton, WI  54912-1862 

January-February 
2019 

Fox Valley’s Only Chartered Vietnam Veterans  
Organization Serving Area Veterans Since 1987 

 “Never again will one generation of Veterans abandon another." 

www.vvawi351.org 

info@vvawi351.org 

See page 12 
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CURRENT OFFICERS 

CONTACTS 

Officers / B.O.D. 

President Larry Cavanaugh 

• lcavanaugh123@yahoo.com 920-264-7917 

Vice President John Koehler 
• kent1952@live.com 920-858-3310 

Secretary Mike Bryan 

Treasurer…/Budget Phil Moore 

Chaplain Mike Weaver 
Board of Directors -BOD Joe Eiting 

Board of Directors-BOD Wade Van Ryzin  
Board of Directors-BOD Tom Bartel 

Committees / Administration 

Adopt-A-Family Dennis Van Hoof 
Adopt-A-Highway/Community Service Dennis Van Hoof 
Chapter Social Events  Wade Van Ryzin 

Education/Scholarship Wade Van Ryzin 

Reflections of Vietnam Coordinator John Koehler 
FV Veterans Council & Recognition David Evans 

Membership Joe Eiting 

Military Support Group Mike Weaver 
Nomination/Constitution Board of Directors 

POW/MIA Glen Zimmerman 

Sergeant-At-Arms Dennis Van Hoof 
Sunshine/Fundraising/Charity Drives Bill Olcott 
Taps Larry Cavanaugh 

The Highground Memorial Leon Meidam 

Webmaster  Angie Coenen 

Web Assistant/Newsletter Dennis Bowman  
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920-205-1565 Chapter info@vvawi351.org 

920-739-6839 Tom Bartel tebartel@sbcglobal.net 
920-858-2551 Dennis Bowman dbowmanvva@new.rr.com 

920-740-5042 Michael Bryan mjbryan@gmail.com 

920-419-6920  Gary Brynjulfson garybvetsandfriends@gmail.com 

920-205-1565  Joe Eiting capteiting@aol.com 

920-734-2947 David Evans david.w.evans@sbcglobal.net 
920-667-4765  Chuck Lewis lewnytunes2@yahoo.com 

920-740-8672  Leon Meidam lrm101@ntd.net 
920-750-4110  Phil Moore prespanther@att.net 
920-733-8199 Bill Olcott wolcott2009@live.com 

920-759-7447  Jer Sanderfoot jsanderfoot@new.rr.com 

920-419-6444  Dale Siebers rcpo633@gmail.com 

920-734-9638 Wade Van Ryzin wvanryzin@aol.com  
920-470-4674  Mike Weaver skipatroldoc@gmail.com 

 

Other Contacts 
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Chapter Meeting Changes 

Due to the numerous conflicting news about the VFW Club, the Board of 
Directors have made the decision to change the location of the meetings 
to the American Legion Post 38 starting with the January meeting.  The 
Board also decided to change the time of the meetings from evening to 
1100 to 1300 hours.  The first hour will be the meeting and the second 
hour will be a social hour.  This allow one to purchase food and beverages  
during the social hour.  The meetings will fall on the Second Thursday of 
the meeting months.  Meeting dates are as follows: 

Jan 10th   March 14th   April 11th   May 16th
 

February 14th the Valentine’s Day Dinner Dance at The Mariner. 

 

GOAL STATEMENT 

 

To promote and support the full range of issues important to Vietnam Vet-
erans; to create a new identity for this generation of Veterans; and to 
change the public perception of Vietnam Veterans. 

 

THE VETERAN 

 

A “Veteran”—active duty, reserve, discharged, or retired—is someone who 
wrote a blank check payable to the USA for an amount up to and including 
his/her life. This is a definition of honor; many fail to grasp or perhaps 
have forgotten this fact. 

 

SUNSHINE COMMITTEE 

If you know of a Chapter member that is not feeling well or is having sur-
gery, please contact Bill Olcott at 920-733-8199. Bill sends get-well cards 
to these folks, so they know that the Chapter has their well-being in mind.  
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President’s Message 

Chapter Tales 

Happy New Year to everyone.  I hope the past holidays were joyful and filled with 
memories with your friends and loved ones. For those alone, these times can be 
lonely and stressful and we feel your pain. 

I continue to be amazed by the support we receive from our local community, I at-
tribute this to the outreach of our members being involved in the venues we as a 
Chapter participate in, such as speaking at schools on Memorial and Veterans Day, 
visiting nursing homes and show compassion with the Veterans that reside there. 
We were recognized by Spectrum and History Channel, through a grant inclusive of 
Appleton North High School. 

We are growing in every way, our Reflections of Vietnam Program is second to 
none. We have graduated to uniformity in our presentations, white uniform shirts 
black pants, black shoes, our uniform shirts will be coming soon. 

With that being said, we had a little hiccup with our last EDU Mission, causing it to 
be canceled. We need to count ourselves as being lucky that this is the only thing 
that happened over the years.  

With the new year comes elections, please think about someone that you could 
nominate. Remember you can nominate yourself for the officers and the BOD posi-
tions. The Chapter BOD needs progressive thinkers and is willing to spend at least 
7-10 hours per month doing chapter related work, in order to keep our Chapter mov-
ing forward. Get involved, it's the future of our Chapter. Remember if 
you nominate someone they must be at the meeting to accept or decline. Nomina-
tions are open in our January and March meetings with the election in April. 

We are in the process of having the AVVA become more relevant in our chapter, by 
having them take on more duties, activities of the chapter. Ladies, please think 
about joining, it's a time to get together with other partners of our Veterans. 

 I want to thank all the members that volunteered to help our cause in any way in 
this past year, because our concern for others never ends. Volunteering your time 
and talents makes you feel connected, involved and part of the human condition. 
We all need to contribute in some way to the success of our Chapter. Thanks to all 
Officers, BOD and Committee chairs that keep our Chapter humming and without all 
of you we wouldn't be near the pinnacle of success we enjoy. 

 

Larry C 
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Editor’s Note 

The past two months has been a new revelation for me.  I retired from my part-
time job at Wal-Mart.  This gave me more time to do what I want, when I want, 
or so I thought. 

As some of you may know, I am a Visitation Pastor at my church.  I now have 
five days a week to visit my people and conduct seven services at five different 
facilities.  I find this time to most rewarding.  Serving people who in their days of 
prime life were themselves servants. 

I have also been part of two great showing of the Reflections of Vietnam ex-
hibit.  I witness many of my brother and sister Vets explain the various item in 
the collection and what those articles mean to you and the memories that they 
pull from the recesses of your mind.  Having never been through war as you 
“brothers” and I use that word with endearment, I thank you for making this “Era 
Vet” feel welcome in your brotherhood!!! 

In this season of Christmas and New Years, we have the opportunity to receive 
the internal and eternal Peace that can only come from the Baby born in Beth-
lehem.  This child promised  twelve hundred years before to Abraham and then 
again to King David.  This child, the only ONE who can give us that peace.  
May you all get to know Jesus, the Christ (Messiah).  As He told Nicodemus, 
“For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes 
in him should not perish but have eternal life.  (John 3:16, ESV) 

May the New Year bring you new memories that will bring a smile to your face 
and joy to your heart. 
 

Dennis 
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Quartermaster Corner 

VVA Chapter 351’s white jackets with patches clearly identify you as a 
member. The jackets are available to you at a reasonable price. If you 
would like to order a jacket contact Dennis Van Hoof at a meeting, or 
e-mail dennis2201115@gmail.com. 

Also, Ed Lau has shirts (long and short-sleeve) and other items for 
sale before and after the meetings 

EVENTS AND OFFERS 

Military Calendar for January & February 

January 

Martin Luther King Jr. Day  January 15, 2019  
 

February 

Four Chaplains Day February 3, 2019 

President's Day February 19, 2019 

Coast Guard Reserve Birthday February 19, 2019 
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Wisconsin Vietnam War Casualties 

 

According to the Defense Casualty Analysis System, the total record 
count of deaths for Wisconsin is 1,161 as of April 29, 2008. 
(www.archives.gov/aad)  
 

The month of January is 5th and Febuary is 3rd in the number of casualties for 
the State of Wisconsin. Wisconsin had 210 casualties overall for January and 
February during the duration of the war. Out of the group of 20 soldiers below, 
0% Air Force, 25% Marines, 60% Army and 15% Navy paid the ultimate sacri-
fice. 

Items of Interest 

TIMM CONRAD PETERSON MARINE CORPS CLAYTON 1/10/1967 

THOMAS ERWIN MATUSH ARMY MADISON 1/12/1967 

CHARLES JOHN THOMA ARMY MADISON 1/12/1967 

THOMAS ARTHUR GERG MARINE CORPS BROOKFIELD 1/12/1967 

ROBERT DALE ERICKSON ARMY SUPERIOR 1/13/1967 

ANDREW LESLIE MOODY, Jr. ARMY GERMANTOWN 1/16/1967 

MARK ANTHONY CHMIEL ARMY MILWAUKEE 1/23/1967 

RICHARD THOMAS WUCINSKI MARINE CORPS MILWAUKEE 1/23/1967 

DELL CONLEY GEISE NAVY BURLINGTON 1/26/1967 

TERRY LEE MANZ ARMY MILWAUKEE 1/28/1967 

January 

KENT LEROY JOHNSTONE MARINE CORPS AMERY 2/4/1967 

KENNETH DAVID ROBERTS ARMY WAUSAU 2/5/1967 

DANIEL J MCGILVARY, Jr. ARMY MILWAUKEE 2/7/1967 

WILLARD ANSEL GODFREY ARMY MILTON JUNCTION 2/7/1967 

LARRY DUANE JUDKINS NAVY APPLETON 2/10/1967 

RODNEY HOWARD RICKLI NAVY FOND DU LAC 2/15/1967 

JOSEPH PAUL FORAN ARMY MILWAUKEE 2/16/1967 

JEFFREY LANDIS BEATY ARMY BLAIR 2/16/1967 

THOMAS HOWARD ZEHNER ARMY BRUCE 2/20/1967 

STEVEN OWEN PERLEWITZ MARINE CORPS ALGOMA 2/26/1967 

February 
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Vets and Friends of Wisconsin Inc. 

2508 N Richmond St. Appleton 

Our coffee house provides free soup and sandwich every Saturday to 
Vets and friends from 11am-2pm. We have partnered with St. Joe’s Food 
Program to provide for short and long-term needs. Contact Jack Voight or 
Gary Brynulfson for further info .( No RSVP required)  

“Reflections of Vietnam” Programs -   

We are going to busy for the remainder of the year presenting programs in 
NE Wisconsin .  Typically we look for 6-8 vets for each program. If you 
know you have an interest and want to sign up , please contact the moder-
ator for additional info.   
Here are some recent pictures from the presentation at Northeast Wiscon-
sin Technical Center (NWTC) in Green Bay. 
Future programs will be announced soon. 
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Wreaths Across America 

Each December on National Wreaths Across America Day, our mission 
to Remember, Honor and Teach is carried out by coordinating wreath-

laying ceremonies at Arlington National Cemetery, as well as at more 
than 1,400 additional locations in all 50 U.S. states, at sea and abroad. 

On December 15th, local Veterans placed wreaths on the graves of the 
GAR Cemetery at King.  This worthwhile endeavor shows the commit-
ment we have to our Veterans even after they have passed.  
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 Letter received from Outagamie County: 



 

Vietnam Veterans of America 

Appleton Area  
410 W. Franklin St  Unit 1862 

Appleton WI 54191-1862 


